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Background:
• 0.10 acre (4356 sq ft) degraded dune system

• Primarily dominated by state-listed invasive 

Asiatic or Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus 

orbiculatus)

• In 2025, RCCD was hired by UNH CE through 

the Flood Ready Neighborhood (FRN) project 

to complete invasive plant control.

• Biomass removal with assistance from the 

Bashlines, summer 2024 – no funds for follow 

up control at that time



Chemical Control & Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM):

Why Chemical Control:
What is IPM?

Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, is a pest control 

strategy that combines the use of biological, cultural, 

mechanical (physical) and chemical control in ways that 

attempt to minimize health and environmental risks and 

economic loss when controlling pests.

What IPM strategies were employed during this project:

➢ Chemical (low volume foliar herbicide application)

➢ Mechanical (cutting and removing dead biomass)

➢ Cultural (planting native American beachgrass 

(Ammophila breviligulata).

➢ Feasible for large areas or sites with dense infestations.

➢ Other control methods are often ineffective for species 

such as bittersweet as it will send up new shoots from root 

fragments.

➢ Effective at targeting and killing persistent root systems.

➢ Causes less soil disturbance than mechanical removal.

➢ Helps prevent rapid regrowth of invasive plants.





Low volume foliar application using a dicot selective herbicide –to protect the 
American beachgrass. 

August, 2025



September, 2025



Volunteers remove biomass Plant beach grass 

October, 2025



Before planting After planting



Next Steps 
• Followup foliar spot treatment 

bittersweet resprouts and new 

seedlings

• Monitor Tree-of-Heaven for sucker 

sprouts; plant native shrub in/near 

same location

• Supplement with native plantings as 

needed. 

Similar Restoration Objectives –
Odiorne Point State Park - 

Summer 2025



Thank you!
TRACY DEGNAN & ARIANNA SPEAR

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

TRACY@ROCKINGHAMCCD.ORG

ARIANNA.S@ROCKINGHAMCCD.ORG
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